THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND
well paid by the Long Parliament, and at the service
of the English Puritans if need should arise.
Charles now came to Scotland, prepared to ratify
the Acts against Episcopacy, and hoping to find a
party with which to oppose the English Parliament:
for now, with Stafford dead and Laud in prison,
Scotland seemed to him less hostile than England.
There appeared, at least, to be more division of
opinion there. He yielded to the Scottish Parliament
his previously asserted prerogative of nominating
Privy Councillors and other officers of State, and
returned to England without any access of strength.
The war between Charles and his Parliament began
in 1642. Scotland, with its excellent army, was in a
position to decide the issue, and Cavaliers and Round-
heads equally desired and appealed for its support.
After considerable opposition a Convention of Estates
decided to accept a formal proposal of alliance by the
English Parliament. The General Assembly, con-
curring with the decision, put forward as the treaty
of alliance the Solemn League and Covenant, the
principal item on whose programme was the reforma-
tion of religion in Britain * according to the Word
of God/ Though civil liberty was of more interest
to the English, they badly needed assistance, and the
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